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of centuries has shown that they must needs exist,
wherever fathers neglect their daughters, husbands
their wives; wherever the average of the women
cannot respect the average of the men. But the
experience of centuries should likewise have taught
men, that the said father-confessors are no objects
of envy; that their temptations to become spiritual
coxcombs (the worst species of all coxcombs), if not
intriguers, bullies, and worse, are so extreme, that
the soul which is proof against them must be either
very great, or very small indeed. Whether Campbell
was altogether proof, will be seen hereafter. But one
day Elsley found out that such was Campbell's
influence, and did not love him the more for the dis-
covery.

They were walking round the garden after dinner;
Scoutbush was licking his foolish lips over some
commonplace tale of scandal.

" I tell you, my dear fellow, she's booked ; and
Mellot knows it as well as I. He saw her that night
at Lady A's."

" We saw the third act of the comi-tragedy. The
fourth is playing out now. We shall see the fifth
before the winter."

"Non sine sanguine !" said the Major.

"Serve the wretched stick right, at least," said
Scoutbush. "What right had he to marry such a
pretty woman'?"

"What right had they to marry her up to himf
said Claude. " I don't blame poor January. I sup-